
 

CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA 
25 LaGrange Street 

Newnan, Georgia  30263 
770-254-2354 

 
APPLICATION FOR STREAM BUFFER VARIANCE 

 
 
Name of Applicant  
 
Mailing Address  
 
Telephone         
 
Property Owner (Use back if multiple names)  
 
Mailing Address  
 
Telephone      
 
Address/Location of Property  
 
Map # N          Block #            Parcel #        Land Lot  
 
District/Section                             Present Zoning Classification                                
                                
Present Land Use  
 
Intended Use  
 
 
 
Any person owning property, or having a possessory or contract interest in property and the consent of the owner, may 
file an application for variance from the buffer and setback requirements as stated in Chapter 10, Article V, Stream 
Buffers.  Variances from the above buffer and setback requirements may be granted in accordance with the following 
provisions:   
 
(1) Where a parcel was platted prior to the effective date of this ordinance, and its shape, topography or other 

existing physical condition prevents land development consistent with this ordinance, and the Engineering 
Department finds and determines that the requirements of this ordinance prohibit the otherwise lawful use of the 
property by the owner, the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Newnan may grant a variance from the buffer 
and setback requirements hereunder, provided such variance require mitigation measures to offset the effects of 
any proposed land development on the parcel. 

 
(2) Except as provided above, the Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Newnan shall grant no variance from any 

provision of this ordinance without first conducting a public hearing on the application for variance and authorizing 
the granting of the variance by an affirmative vote of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The City of Newnan shall give 
public notice of each such public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation within the City of Newnan  The 
City of Newnan shall require that the applicant post a sign giving notice of the proposed variance and the public 
hearing.  The sign shall be of a size and posted in such a location on the property as to be clearly visible from the 
primary adjacent road right-of-way. 

 
(3) Variances will be considered only in the following cases: 

a. When a property's shape, topography or other physical conditions existing at the time of the adoption of 
this ordinance prevents land development unless a buffer variance is granted.   

b. Unusual circumstances when strict adherence to the minimal buffer requirements in the ordinance would 
create an extreme hardship.   
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(4) Variances will not be considered when, following adoption of this ordinance, actions of any property owner of a 

given property have created conditions of a hardship on that property. 
 

(5) At a minimum, a variance request shall include the following information: 

a. A site map that includes locations of all streams, wetlands, floodplain boundaries and other natural 
features, as determined by field survey; 

b. A description of the shape, size, topography, slope, soils, vegetation and other physical characteristics of 
the property; 

c. A detailed site plan that shows the locations of all existing and proposed structures and other impervious 
cover, the limits of all existing and proposed land disturbance, both inside and outside the buffer and 
setback.  The exact area of the buffer to be affected shall be accurately and clearly indicated; 

d. Documentation of unusual hardship should the buffer be maintained; 
e. At least one alternative plan, which does not include a buffer or setback intrusion, or an explanation of 

why such a site plan is not possible; 
f. A calculation of the total area and length of the proposed intrusion; 
g. A stormwater management site plan, if applicable; and, 
h. Proposed mitigation, if any, for the intrusion.  If no mitigation is proposed, the request must include an 

explanation of why none is being proposed. 
i. Check for the applicable fees ($250.00 Per Variance Requested) 
j. List of all the names and addressed of all property owners within 250 feet of the subject property.  This 

information can be found at the Coweta County Tax Assessors Office.   
 
(6) The following factors will be considered in determining whether to issue a variance: 

a. The shape, size, topography, slope, soils, vegetation and other physical characteristics of the property; 
b. The locations of all streams on the property, including along property boundaries; 
c. The location and extent of the proposed buffer or setback intrusion; and, 
d. Whether alternative designs are possible which require less intrusion or no intrusion; 
e. The long-term and construction water-quality impacts of the proposed variance; 
f. Whether issuance of the variance is at least as protective of natural resources and the environment. 

 
If you have any questions concerning this process, you may call the Planning and Zoning Department at (770) 254-2354.  
Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  The Board of Zoning Appeals meets on the first Tuesday 
of each month. Applications must be submitted by 9:00 a.m. at least thirty (30) days prior to that date.  Incomplete 
applications or applications submitted after the deadline will not be accepted. 
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I (We) do hereby certify the information provided herein is both complete and accurate to the best of my (our) knowledge, 
and I (we) understand any inaccuracies may be considered just cause for invalidation of this application, and any action 
taken on this application.  I (We) do hereby understand a variance of any requirement does exempt the development from 
any other requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Regulations, or other City or State Regulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Signature of Property Owner(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
 

 RECEIVED BY     
 
  

DATE OF FILING 
 
  

BZA MEETING DATE 
 
  

DATE OF NOTICE PUBLICATION 
 
  

ACTION TAKEN (DATE) 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



City of Newnan, Georgia 
Attachment A 

   Property Owner’s Authorization 
 
 
The undersigned below, or as attached, is the owner of the property which is the subject of this application.  The 
undersigned does duly authorize the applicant named below to act as applicant in the pursuit of a variance for property. 
 
 
Name of Property Owner            
 
 
Telephone Number  
 
 
Address of Subject Property  
 
 
 
 
 
 
I swear that I am the owner of the property which is the subject matter of the attached application, as it is shown in the 
records of Coweta County, Georgia. 
 
 
 
         

 
 

     Signature of Property Owner 
 
 
 
 
Personally appeared before me 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
who swears the information contained 
in this authorization is true and correct 
to the best of his/her knowledge and 
belief. 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Notary Public 
           (Affix Raised Seal Here) 
  
 
 
Date 
 
 

City of Newnan, Georgia 



Attachment B 

   Attorney’s Authorization 
 
 
Note:  If an attorney-at-law has prepared this application, please fill out the information below: 
 
 
 
I swear as an attorney-at-law, I have been authorized by the owner(s) to file the attached application for a variance of 
property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 (Signature of Attorney) 
 
 
 
 
Name of Attorney  
 
 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
 
Telephone 
 
 
 
Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


